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Be curious.

Be open.

Be a listener.

Be authentic.

How can we effectively connect with people from 
diverse communities?



Be curious.



• I wonder…

• Where am I? Geographically? Historically? Culturally?

• Who lives here? How did they get here?

• What are some stories I know about this community?

• What are some stories I don’t know about this community?

• What does it mean for me to be working in this community?

Try Asking Yourself…



Be open.



• Where can I find community 

stories?

• Where can I find 

opportunities to get outside 

my comfort zone?

• What can I discover today?

Try Asking Yourself…

• What am I nervous about?



Be a listener.



• What’s your name? Can you teach me how to pronounce it?

• Tell me about…

• Can you show me?

• What are you most proud of?

• What do you love about your community?

• What would you change about your community?

Try Asking People…



KIPP DC Walk to School Day 2018

Butcher paper, markers, and a good question go a long way!

Kelly Miller Middle School Afterschool Fair



Be authentic.



Try Asking Yourself…
• Why am I here?

• Where are places/people 

in this community that 

connect to my interests?

• What stories do I carry?

• What stories does this 

community want to tell? 

• How can help this community 

share its stories?



Thank you!
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