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About the National Partnership 
 

We are a nonprofit organization that 
improves the quality of life for kids 
and communities by promoting 
active, healthy lifestyles and safe 
infrastructure that supports bicycling 
and walking. 
 
We advance policy change; catalyze 
support for safe, active, and healthy 
communities with a network of more 
than 650 partner organizations; and 
we share our deep expertise at 
national, state, and local levels with 
those who are helping propel our 
mission forward. 





Open or hide your control panel 
 
Join audio: 
• Choose “Telephone” and dial-

in using numbers on screen 
OR 
• Choose “Mic & Speakers” to 

use your computer’s sound 
 

 

AUDIO 



Submit your text questions and 
comments using the Questions 
Panel 

 
 

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 
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The Greek Myth of Sisyphus 
(sis-e-fuss) 



   Safe Routes to School Local Policy Change 

Local Policy Guide 



Safe Routes to School District Policy Workbook 



Policy Workbook  
Background 

• Technical Assistance 

• Communities 

• School Boards and Advocates 

• Model Policies 

• Diversity of Safe Routes to 
School 

• Crafting policies for every 
district to meet individualized 
needs and commitment 

• Needed a solution!! 

 

 

 

 



Basic Slide Heading 

• Basic slide body 

http://changelabsolutions.org/safe-routes/welcome 

Resources  



Basic Slide Heading 

• Basic slide body 

http://changelabsolutions.org/safe-routes/welcome 

  

“Beginner” Policies 



Basic Slide Heading 

• Basic slide body 

http://changelabsolutions.org/safe-routes/welcome 

  

“Intermediate” Policies 



Basic Slide Heading 

• Basic slide body 

http://changelabsolutions.org/safe-routes/welcome 

  

“Advanced” Policies 



Policy Workbook 
Development 

• Basic slide body 

http://changelabsolutions.org/safe-routes/welcome 

  



Policy Workbook 
Development 

• Basic slide body 
Explanation 

Citations 

Policy Options 

Star Ratings 

http://changelabsolutions.org/safe-routes/welcome 

  



Policy Workbook 
Development 

• Basic slide body 

Legal Notes! 



Policy Workbook 
Development 

• Basic slide body 

Educational 
resources related 
to policy 



Policy Workbook 
Development 

• Basic slide body 
Recommendations 



Policy Workbook 
Development 

• Basic slide body 
Recommendations 



Walking School Buses and Bicycle Trains 

Explanation: By encouraging groups of students to walk or bicycle to school together, 

Walking School Buses and Bicycle Trains effectively address a variety of parental 

concerns about safety.  These programs can be part of an organized school-wide effort, 

with trained safety leaders and multiple groups walking or bicycling from different 

neighborhoods to the school. Or informal groups of children can meet up to walk, 

skateboard, scooter, or ride together. Younger students can be accompanied by an adult 

volunteer or older student. Walking School Buses and Bike Trains are effective tools for 

reducing traffic safety risk and improving personal safety.[44] They reduce the risk of 

bullying and other personal harm by bringing more eyes and ears to the street, a known 

crime reduction technique. They also build social cohesion and can even reduce 

tardiness. 

 District requires that individual schools establish and promote regular Walking School 

Bus or Bicycle Train programs.  Such programs shall occur on a regular basis, at least 

[one per week]. 

Legal Note on Liability and Walking School Buses: School districts are often concerned 

about their potential exposure to liability if a child were to be injured while participating 

in a Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train program.  Although liability rules vary from 

state to state, districts are generally entirely immune from liability for decisions to 

simply sponsor or endorse a program such as a Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train 

program.[45]  Sponsoring a program can involve allowing it to take place, informing 

families about it, or providing funding or other support. In some states, districts are also 

protected from liability for running or implementing programs like a Walking School 

Bus or Bicycle Train program.[46] In other states they are not.[47] This means that 

running a program may involve more risk of liability.  However, districts can still 

implement Walking School Buses and Bicycle Trains, and they can limit their liability 

risk by taking commonsense steps.  For example, they should develop safety rules for 

the programs, anticipate possible hazards to participants, and, where possible, 

implement reasonable precautions to avoid such hazards.Legal Note on Criminal 

Background Checks: As school districts increasingly require volunteers to undergo 

criminal background checks, adults supervising Walking School Bus and Bicycle Train 

programs may be subject to these same rules.State laws regarding criminal background 

checks of school volunteers vary greatly in breadth and scope. Background checks are 

required in some states[48] and are optional in others;[49] in those states with no 

explicit law, the decision will fall to individual districts.[50] The requirement may 

extend only to volunteers who have certain specified levels of contact with students,[51] 

or may contain an exclusion for parents, guardians, or even grandparents of district 

students.[52] Some states require fingerprinting as part of the criminal background 

check of school volunteers[53] and some states require presentation of 

government-issued identification.[54]School district volunteer policies will spell out the 

exact mechanisms of any criminal background check requirement (presumably in 

compliance in state law where applicable). Individual districts may have discretion as to 

whether to treat adult participants as school volunteers and subject them to any district 

policy requiring criminal background checks.  

Footnotes 

[44] Jo Salmon, Louisa Salmon, David A. Crawford, Clare Hume, and Anna Timperio (2007) 
Associations Among Individual, Social, and Environmental Barriers and Children's Walking or 
Cycling to School. American Journal of Health Promotion: November/December 2007, Vol. 22, 



Thank You! 

Dave Cowan 

Program Manager 

dave@saferoutespartnership.org 

720-443-1673 
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Survey 

 

 

 

Please Participate in our Webinar Survey!!! 
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THANK YOU! 

 

   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


